
Bulletin for Sunday, October 21, 2018
• Saturday, October 20: Vespers, 5:00 PM

• Sunday, October 21: Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM; Sunday School
• Saturday, October 27: Pet & Animal Blessing, 3:00 PM; Vespers, 5:00 PM

• Sunday, October 28: Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM; Sunday School

Stavropigia of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kyivan Patriarchate

Very Reverend Bohdan Zhoba, Rector

Saint Nicholas Eastern Orthodox Church, 817 North 7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123
stnicholaseoc.org

St. Nicholas Eastern Orthodox Church

His Holiness Patriarch Philaret

Thursday, 
OcTOber 11:

a hisTOric 
day

ukrainian 
OrThOdOx 
church is 
GranTed 

auTOcephaly
Father Bohdan blessed the icon of the Protection of the 

Holy Theotokos on Sunday, October 14, prior to the start of 
Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day.  Very Reverend Borys Tabachek, 

Rector of St. Volodymyr Cathedral in Kiev, had given the 
St. Nicholas Church Sisterhood  this beautiful icon when Sisterhood 
members Judy Hanney, Ellen Hanavin and Barbara Marozzi were in 

Kiev this past summer.
Bulletin Sponsored By:  

Ludmila Borisovna



MessaGe 
frOM his 
hOliness 
paTriarch 
philareT

Dear Friends, 

As you know, today and yesterday 
there was a meeting of the Holy 
Synod of the Constantinople 
Patriarchate, headed by 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
where our Ukrainian question was 
considered:  the main issue for us is 
the creation in Ukraine of a single 
local autocephalous, independent 
of Moscow, Ukrainian Church. But in 
order to create this single Church, it 
is necessary to unite the three 
Churches currently in Ukraine -- the 
Ukrainian Church of the Kyivian
Patriarchate, the Ukrainian Church 
of the Moscow Patriachate and the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Church --
into one Church. 

The Holy Synod has just restored my activities and the activities of the bishops. 
That is, the sacraments that we perform – and have performed in the past --
are recognized as valid sacraments.  Now, we, the bishops of all three 
churches, are lawful, canonical, merciful, and with our good will, we can unite 
into one Ukrainian Orthodox Church, which will then be recognized by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch.

AND THEN, AFTER THIS will be the decision of the Ecumenical Patriarch to give 
Tomas (the official document granting autocephaly) of the Ukrainian Church.  
We congratulate everyone on this great and important day.



MessaGe 
frOM 

faTher 
bOhdan

Last Thursday, October 11, was a 
historic day for our church.  The 
New York Times newspaper ran a 
headline:  UKRAINE WINS 
APPROVAL FOR HISTORIC SPLIT 
FROM RUSSIAN CHURCH.  This is 
called AUTOCEPHALY.

There was a 3-day synod – a 
meeting -- last week in Istanbul 
presided over by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew who 
endorsed Ukraine’s request for an 
autocephalous – independent –
Church.  Independent from the 
Moscow church.

What does this mean to us?

First, His Holiness Patriarch Philaret’s status as the spiritual leader of the Kyivan
Patriarchate was officially reinstated, recognized and confirmed.  Moscow 
had excommunicated him in 1997 and that was REVERSED on Thursday.  

And that is the second important result for us:  with that reversal comes our 
CANONICAL status.  His Holiness hopes to continue to lead the Ukrainian – now 
independent – Church.  There are actually three main Orthodox churches in 
Ukraine, and His Holiness wants to merge these into one new independent 
entity.

And lastly:  We, as Americans, can appreciate the decision of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch as it was a win for INDEPENDENCE.  And that is what the United 
States is all about:  INDEPENDENCE.  We fought for the freedom of 
independence and so we are particularly proud and happy about this historic 
decision concerning our Church. 



Blessing of 
Pets & 
Animals

You have all heard of St. Francis of Assisi, the Catholic Patron 
Saint of Animals.  In Orthodoxy, we have our own Patron Saint 
of Animals:  Saint Modestus.  Please join us for our first annual 
Blessing of Pets & Animals on Saturday, October 27, at 3:00 
pm. In addition to our parishioners, we are inviting everyone as 
well as the Philadelphia Mounted Police to participate.   
Weather permitting, we plan to have a procession starting in 
front of St. Nicholas Church, up 7th Street, turning on Poplar, 
and returning to Church via Marshall Place and Hoffman Place.

In Orthodoxy, we bless all sorts of things, 
dedicating and sanctifying them to the glory of 
God. It is a realization that all things are gifts 
from God intended for our good –and that we 
must be faithful stewards of these gifts.  In 
blessing our pets, we make a commitment to 
care for the life entrusted to us.  Come join us 
on Saturday, October 27, 3:00-6:00 pm, for 
our first annual Blessing of Pets & Animals on 
our Lawn and in the Firebird Hall.

As stewards of God's creation we are called to care for, 
nurture and bless each other, our environment and 
the animal kingdom.  On October 27, we will pray to 
St. Modestus, and Father Bohdan will bless our pets 
for the service they offer us -- for their gifts of 
friendship, companionship, protection and love.



Father Bohdan’s Sermon
Sunday, October 14 – Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28

Today’s Scripture reading is not a parable, but rather a factual narrative from the daily life
of Jesus. The reading focuses on the two most well-known sisters in the Bible and perhaps
in history: MARY and MARTHA. And like sisters in today’s world, they experienced sibling
rivalry -- competing for the attention of Jesus. It is interesting how Jesus handles the
situation and his explanation to Martha. It is a teachable moment for her – and for us.
Mary is mentioned only about 3 times in the entire Bible, but every time she is, Mary is
sitting dutifully and lovingly at the feet of Jesus, mesmerized. She adores Him, reveres Him,
hanging on his every word. Martha, on the other hand, is a busy lady. She is devoted to
Jesus, too, in her own way, tending to Him, serving food, cleaning up. And of course, a
busy person does not look fondly upon the person who sits idly. And that is why Martha
was annoyed with Mary. She asked Jesus to make Mary help her. Jesus’ answer: MARY
HAS CHOSEN THAT GOOD PART WHICH WILL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD AND KEEP IT!” So Mary’s faith
– her submissive obedience -- is what pleased Jesus more than Martha’s devoted service.
Jesus did not condemn Martha for her service, but asked her to work on her faith…perfect
her faith. Let the lesson to us be this: do not let everyday duties, responsibilities and tasks
distract you from your faith in God. Keep a balance in your life. Make Bible study and
prayer a part of your daily activities. AMEN.

2018 CHURCH CALENDAR

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 20, 
9:30 AM

FOOD PREP FOR 
FIREBIRD PIEROGI 
FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 27,  
9:30 AM 
(Blessing at 3:00 
PM)

FOOD PREP FOR 
FIREBIRD PIEROGI 
FESTIVAL; BLESSING 
OF PETS & ANIMALS

SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3

FIREBIRD PIEROGI 
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 4

FIREBIRD PIEROGI 
FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 22

THANKSGIVING DAY 
DINNER in Firebird 
Grand Hall

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 16

ST. NICHOLAS DAY 
DINNER

BUILDING FUND
• In Memory of Helen Guz
• Helen Sameruck, in Memory of husband, Stephen, son, Stephen and daughter, 

Carol Kauriga
• Colleen Philipp, in Memory of Charles, Pauline, Charles, Thomas and Timothy 

Redmond
• Vicki and Frank Borriello
• Dawn and Ron Healey
• Barbara and George Latsios
• Anonymous
• Renee and Frank Murphy, in Memory of Helen Guz
• Larry Ristik
• Renee and Frank Murphy. in Honor of Ellen and Phil Hanavin on their 30th

Wedding Anniversary
• Gail Osborn, for the health of Frank Murphy
• Susan Isaac, for the health of Helen Sameruck
• Marcia Zaruba O’Connor

FOR PAYMENT OF 
ANNUAL DUES,
CANDLES & DONATIONS 
by credit card…
see Tom, Ellen or Susan



VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR 

VARIOUS 
TASKS IN 

PREPARATION FOR 
OUR FESTIVAL


Please let 

Tom & Judy Hanney
know how you can 

help.

• FOOD PREPARATION (cooking prior to the Festival in our Church Hall on 
Sunday, October 21; and Saturday, October 27)

• TENT RENTAL & SET-UP OF TABLES INSIDE TENT
• MERCHANDISE SALES  (set up display, sales)
• MANAGING VENDORS
• BAKERY SALES (set up display, sales)
• BAKERS (homemade breads, cakes, cookies to be sold)
• BARTENDERS (we have been granted a temporary liquor license)
• GRILL CHEF
• DISHWASHER
• SOUND SYSTEM SET-UP
• FOOD LINE (serving, supervising)
• CASHIER
• SECURITY
• ADVERTISING / SIGNAGE (walking the neighborhood to display door 

hangers and posters in restaurants/shops)
• MUSIC 
• MAINTENANCE / CLEAN-UP CREW (during Festival)
• TAKE-DOWN CREW (at Festival conclusion)
• RECEPTION  DESK (ensuring that everyone who enters the door adds 

his/her name to our mailing list)
• RAFFLE BASKETS (create, display, promote)
• UNDERWRITERS (consider making a donation to cover the cost of a specific 

item or donate to the Festival production in general)

Firebird Pierogi
Festival

Saturday, Nov. 3
Sunday, Nov. 4

Pierogi Festival “Food Prep” Update
The next food prep day – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, AT 9:30 AM -- will be devoted to making PIEROGIS…..!  

Keep an eye out for our PIEROGI FESTIVAL ADVERTISEMENTS 
in the Northeast Times:  FALL HAPPENINGS section; and

• Philadelphia Inquirer: GOING OUT section



The donation 
was easy…..
the difficult 

part was 
getting our 

new  
refrigerator 

inside the 
kitchen door!

In the midst of the 
food prep for the 

Pierogi Festival, our 
36-year-old 

commercial Glenco
refrigerator took its 

last breath.  We 
sprang into action, 

and a  new 
replacement fridge 

was delivered on 
Friday, Oct. 12.  

Neighbors came to 
the rescue and 

helped president, 
Tom Hanney, and 

Father Bohdan 
wrestle the 
500-pound 

refrigerator into the 
kitchen!



• Panikhidas - will be served the 2nd Sunday each month immediately following 
Divine Liturgy.  Please submit the names of your departed loved ones by the 
Sunday before at the Candle Room.  Cost: $8 (for any number of names).

• Altar Candles (16 candles lit) and Analoi Candles (11 candles lit) are 
available for purchase in the Candle Room in special memory of – or for the 
health of – your loved ones.  Altar Candles: $35 Analoi Candles: $25

CONFESSIONS will be heard every Sunday at 9:00 AM

DID YOU KNOW?
There is one vigil on this list published every 

week in the Bulletin that has no date at the end 
but is marked PERPETUAL.  


This particular vigil automatically renews every 

year – with the Church absorbing the cost.  
More than 20 years ago, the Church Council 

voted to light a permanent -- perpetual -- vigil 
as a way of honoring and thanking these 

departed parishioners who named 
St. Nicholas Church as a beneficiary in their 

Last Will & Testament:  
The Boljarevich Family

Anastasia (Nancy) Yarosh
Helen Kon

Helen and John “Whitey” Horbacz
Harry Mason

Sophie Gamble
Michael Zaruba

John Martin
MEMORY ETERNAL

St. Nicholas Church will host
THANKSGIVING DINNER 

on Thanksgiving Day, 
Thursday, November 22, in our 

Firebird Grand Hall.  All are 
welcome to enjoy a traditional 
dinner: turkey, stuffing and all 
the trimmings!  Cost is $15 per 

person.  The time will be 
announced soon. Flowers donated by Mila Borysovna for the 

repose of the souls of Boris Michaylovich and 
Valentina Philipovna, parents, and 

Michael Hoffman, son.



SUNDAY VIGILS
1. For the health of the Murphy Family, offered by Renee and Frank
2. For the memory of father/grandfather Harry Doukakis on the 3rd anniversary of his passing, offered by Robert, Marianne, Michael, 

Andrew, Amy and Anastasia Wohar
3. For the health of Barbara Latsios, Presdent, and all Sisterhood members in appreciation for organizing and hosting a splendid 

Sisterhood Dinner & Dance.  Thank you!

PERPETUAL VIGILS
1. +The Repose of the soul of Carol Dantinne, offered by David Dantinne, Jr. and Family.  exp. 11/1/18
2. +The Repose of the souls of George and Barbara Wohar, offered by Barbara McMonigle and Family. exp.11/1/19
3. +The Repose of the souls of John and Helen Guz, and John and Mary Dzwonczyk, offered by daughters/granddaughters 

Patricia Walker and Susan Guz.  exp. 12/31/18
4. +The Repose of the souls of Helen and Michael Zaruba, and Christina and Christopher Natale.  May Their Memory Be Eternal.  

Offered with love by Daughter/Sister/Aunt, Marcia O’Connor. exp. 10/1/19
5. +The Repose of the souls of the Kucheruk Family, Matrona, Constantine, George, William, Anthony, Anna, John “Whitey” and  

Helen Horbacz.  exp. 7/1/20
6. +The Repose of the souls of All Members of the Sisterhood Fallen Asleep in the Lord, offered by the Sisterhood of the Pokrova.  

exp. 10/13/18
7. +The Repose of the souls of the Boljarevich Family, Anastasia (Nancy) Yarosh, Helen Kon, Helen and John “Whitey” Horbacz, 

Harry Mason, Sophie Gamble, Michael Zaruba and John Martin.  PERPETUAL
8. +The Repose of the soul of my beloved husband, our devoted father and grandfather, Jack Kavchok.  May his memory be 

eternal!  Offered with love, Diane, John, Michael, Melissa, Makenzie, Riley and Kylie.  exp., 8/1/19
9. +The Repose of the souls of Emil and Helen Levchenco offered by daughter, Ellen Hanavin.  exp. 12/31/18
10. +The Repose of the souls of Irina and Michael Sierp, Konstantin, Olga, Lydia and Juris Teterski, Richard Boswell, and the health 

of all living members of the Teterski, Sierp, Boswell and Lis Families, offered by Susan Lis.  exp. 9/18/19
11. +The Repose of the soul of our mother and grandmother, Helen Marx, offered by Victoria, Frank, Christopher, Stephanie, Julia,

Nicholas, Krissy, Nathan and Morgan Borriello.  exp. 4/19/19
12. +The Repose of the souls of my parents, Gregory and Kataryna Kotyk, Sr. and our family, Tatiana, Mary, Anna, Harry, Jr., Rose, 

Olga, Eleanor and grandson Stephen, offered by Virginia Sassman.  exp. 8/16/19
13. +The Repose of the soul of my husband, John Sassman, in loving memory from his Virginia Sassman.  exp. 8/16/19
14. +In memory of John, Susan and Paul Stetsuk, offered by Susan Isaac.  exp. 12/31/18
15. +In memory of Vera, Richard and Paul Wienckowski, offered by Susan Isaac.  exp. 12/31/18
16. +In memory of Evelyn Atlee, offered by the Borriello Family. exp. 12/31/18
17. +In memory of Nadia Borriello, offered by the Borriello Family. exp. 5/31/19
18. +In loving memory of our mother Lillian Fox, offered by Renee, Gail, Karen & Families, exp. 8/1/19
19. +The Repose of the souls of the Kowal Family: Andrew, Paraskeva, Andrew, Catherine, Susan, John, Nionila, Anna, David, 

Franklin Shultz and Edward Barrett, offered by Drew Kowal.  exp. 11/1/19

CLERGY
Very Reverend Bohdan Zhoba, Rector

Note New Cell:  215-479-1010
Father Deacon Daniel Terrazas

Cell:  267-357-5373
Church Hall:  215-922-9671

Email sneoc100@gmail.com to contribute 
information to this Bulletin.  Info must be received by 

WEDNESDAY to be published in the Sunday Bulletin.
Publisher: Susan Guz; Editor: Fr. Bohdan

CHURCH COUNCIL
• Thomas J. Hanney, President
• Susan Guz, Vice-President
• Ellen Hanavin, Treasurer
• Frank Borriello, Secretary

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE
• Thomas J. Hanney
• Frank Borriello
• Susan Guz
• George Latsios
• Serge Loginow



PRIEST:  Let us attend!  Peace be unto all!

READER:  And to thy spirit.

PRIEST:  Wisdom!

READER:  The Prokeimenon in the 4th Tone:  O Lord, how manifold are Thy works!  In wisdom hast Thou made them all!

CHOIR:  O Lord, how manifold are Thy works!  In wisdom hast Thou made them all!

READER:  Bless the Lord, O my soul! O my God, Thou art very great!  O Lord, how manifold are Thy works!

CHOIR:  In wisdom hast Thou made them all!

PRIEST:  Wisdom!

READER:  The reading is from the Galatians.

PRIEST:  Let us attend!

READER:  Brothers…knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the
law no flesh shall be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ
therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 
For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.  (Galatians 2:16-20)

PRIEST:  Peace be unto thee, Reader.

READER:  And to thy spirit.

PRIEST:  Wisdom!

READER:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  CHOIR:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

READER:  Go forth, prosper and reign, because of truth and meekness and righteousness.
You love righteousness and hate iniquity.

CHOIR:  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

PRIEST:  Wisdom! Let us attend! Let us listen to the Holy Gospel.  Peace be unto all.

CHOIR:  And to thy spirit.

PRIEST:  The reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.

CHOIR:  Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

PRIEST:  Let us attend.  Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples 
went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, 
the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He 
had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep.“ Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried 
him stood still. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise.“ So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He 
presented him to his mother. Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among 
us"; and, "God has visited His people." (Luke 7:11-16)

CHOIR:  Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

THE SCRIPTURE READING FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21
21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



11" X 12" full-color calendar features large calendar boxes (1-3/8" X 1-3/4") for recording your important date 
reminders.  Major saints and feast days traditionally celebrated in Orthodox countries around the world are 
listed.  There are two 11" X 12" pages for each month, with a large size icon image on the top page, and a 

calendar page below.  A hole is drilled at the top of the calendar so that it is easy to hang on your wall.  Indicate 
whether you want the Julian (old) calendar or Gregorian (new) calendar.

THE BOUTIQUE at the FESTIVAL
Featured Item for Sale

2019 ICON CALENDAR
Limited Supply - Pre-Order Now - $15

With thanks to
Diane Kavchok for her 

donation of these calendars.



817 North 7th Street (corner of Brown)
in the heart of Northern Liberties

Free Admission & Parking

ETHNIC FOOD  BAKED GOODS
 VENDORS  LIVE MUSIC 

BEER GARDEN

For more information: 215-922-9671

in our Church Hall and on our lawn under a tent

EAT-IN or TAKE-OUT


