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• Saturday, October 6: Vespers, 5:00 PM
• Sunday, October 7: Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM; Sunday School, 

followed by Fall Clean-Up
• Saturday, October 13: Vespers, 5:00 PM
• Sunday, October 14: Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM; Sunday School; 

General Panikhida, followed by Sisterhood Dinner & Dance

Stavropigia of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Kyivan Patriarchate – His Holiness Patriarch Philaret

Very Reverend Bohdan Zhoba, Rector

Saint Nicholas Eastern Orthodox Church, 817 North 7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123
stnicholaseoc.org

St. Nicholas Eastern Orthodox Church

Bulletin Sponsored By:  
Ludmila Borisovna His Holiness Patriarch Philaret

Firebird Grand Hall 
is Blessed Prior to 

the Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, 

September 30



This plaque has been 
hanging in our vestibule 
for 34 years… since 1984.  
Take a moment before 
entering the sanctuary to 
read the names of past 
priests and presidents 
who made it possible for 
us to worship in our 
beloved St. Nicholas 
Church today.  On the 
2-year anniversary of 
Father Bohdan’s 
pastorship at 
St. Nicholas Church and 
the 1-year anniversary of 
our president Tom 
Hanney’s tenure, we 
updated the plaque with 
their engraved names.  
This is a perfect time to 
say a prayer for all our 
departed spiritual leaders 
and starostas and a 
moleben for many years 
for those who are still 
among us.

Remembering those 
who came before us…



THOMAS J. HANNEY, 
PRESIDENT, 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  
“Your Church Council has been 

working overtime this past year, 
with constant, almost daily 

communication and numerous 
meetings to reach our goals.”

President Tom Hanney presented a full
agenda at Sunday’s Annual Meeting -- which
included the Financial Report, Strategic Plan,
accomplishments for the past year, current
and future projects, with a focus on the
upcoming Firebird Pierogi Festival. Member,
Professor Alexander Kachur filled the role of
Chairman and conducted the Election of
Officers.

Accomplishments during the past year 
include:
• Renovation of the Firebird Grand Hall
• Deacon Daniel joined Clergy
• Patriarchal Choir led by Paul Kauriga
• Council members made 2 pilgrimages to 

Kiev (at their own personal expense)
• Re-establishment of Sunday School
• Re-designed Website: stnicholaseoc.org
• New elevator operational 
• Upgraded security alarm & added fire 

alarm
• New attractive side door, to be installed 

soon
• Continual upkeep of church, e.g., new 

awnings, repaired concrete walkways, 
replacement of two broken windows in 
church hall

• Snow rails on roof (to prevent future 
avalanches and destruction of property), 
to be installed

• New hand rails for altar steps, to be 
installed soon.

• New stainless-steel freezers & refrigerator
• Cleaned out cellar & salvaged historical 

record books
• Parish donated & shipped 4 tons of 

clothing to the neediest in Ukraine
• First annual Pet Blessing
• Best Pierogi Festival ever in 2017



The Church Council  Remains 
the Same After Election; 

Officers Retain Their Positions  
For Another Year

Susan Guz, Vice President; Thomas Hanney, President; 
Ellen Hanavin, Treasurer; Frank Borriello, Secretary

Member, Professor Alexander Kachur took the 
opportunity at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting to 
speak about autocephaly in the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church:  “Our Church has a unique status of Stavropigia of 
the Patriarch.  We should confirm this status now and 
underline it in the minutes of this meeting: that Saint 
Nicholas Church remain a Stavropigia Church of the 
Kyivan Patriarchate.”

Father Bohdan 
congratulates 

the Council 
members as 

they begin 
their 

2nd year in 
office.



Saint Kuksha, Saint Pimen, 
Saint Nektariy, Saint Damian, 

Saint Anatoly, 
Saint John the Much-Suffering, 

Saint Athanasius the Recluse, 
Saint Isaiah, Saint Erasmus, 

Saint Sylvester

Holy Relics of 
the Kiev Caves 

Saints from Kiev 
Pechersk Lavra

Excerpt from Father Bohdan’s remarks at the Annual
Meeting: “I know the importance of blessed icons and
relics in a church, and their power to restore spiritual
and physical health to all those who believe. I made
sure that St. Nicholas Church is endowed with several
saints’ relics, including: Saint Nicholas, Saint Makariy,
Saint Barbara, Saint George, Saint Ponteleimon, Saint
Justina, Saint Anna and Saint Agapit – as well as Holy
Relics of the Kiev Caves Saints from Kiev Pechersk
Lavra, protected in this beautiful box.”



Serge Abramov told 
Father Bohdan and the 
Church Council at the 

Annual Meeting on 
Sunday that he will 

re-paint our Church Hall 
with his crew – at no 

charge!  He is donating 
all labor and materials.  
THANK YOU, Serge!  

This project will 
tentatively start in 

December.

Member, 
Serge 

Abramov, 
on left, 

pictured 
here 
with 

President, 
Tom 

Hanney



Blessing of 
Pets & 
Animals

You have all heard of St. Francis of Assisi, the Catholic Patron 
Saint of Animals.  In Orthodoxy, we have our own Patron Saint 
of Animals:  Saint Modestus.  Please join us for our first annual 
Blessing of Pets & Animals on Saturday, October 27, at 3:00 
pm. In addition to our parishioners, we are inviting everyone as 
well as the Philadelphia Mounted Police to participate.   
Weather permitting, we plan to have a procession starting in 
front of St. Nicholas Church, up 7th Street, turning on Poplar, 
and returning to Church via Marshall Place and Hoffman Place.

In Orthodoxy, we bless all sorts of things, 
dedicating and sanctifying them to the glory of 
God. It is a realization that all things are gifts 
from God intended for our good –and that we 
must be faithful stewards of these gifts.  In 
blessing our pets, we make a commitment to 
care for the life entrusted to us.  Come join us 
on Saturday, October 27, 3:00-6:00 pm, for 
our first annual Blessing of Pets & Animals on 
our Lawn and in the Firebird Hall.

As stewards of God's creation we are called to care for, 
nurture and bless each other, our environment and 
the animal kingdom.  On October 27, we will pray to 
St. Modestus, and Father Bohdan will bless our pets 
for the service they offer us -- for their gifts of 
friendship, companionship, protection and love.



SISTERHOOD

DINNER:
SUNDAY,
OCT. 14

On behalf of the St. Nicholas Eastern Orthodox 
Church Sisterhood of the Protection of the Theotokos, 
you are cordially invited to attend our Annual Dinner 
and Dance on Sunday, October 14, 2018, in our 
Firebird Grand Hall, immediately following Divine 
Liturgy. Tickets are $25.00 for adults.  Children age 17 
and under are free of charge.

The Sisterhood is an important part of our Church 
history and is open to all women age 18 years and 
older. All fundraising for the Sisterhood is used to 
support the liturgical needs of Father Bohdan and our 
clergy throughout the year. In 2018, the Sisterhood 
bought much needed vestments and banners to 
beautify the Church. We are always looking for 
opportunities to support our clergy in any way that we 
can. 

We ask ALL parishioners to support the Sisterhood’s 
Annual Dinner which is our largest fundraising event 
of the year. All food is prepared and served by 
Sisterhood members who volunteer their time and 
money to support our Church and clergy and we look 
to YOU to support our efforts. Please mark your 
calendar so that you can attend this special event. 
Tickets can be purchased from any Sisterhood 
Officer: including Barbara Latsios, Vicki Borriello, 
Diane Kavchok and Ellen Hanavin. We look forward 
to a successful and fun event, so please mark your 
calendars!

Barbara Latsios, President

St. Nicholas E. O. Church Sisterhood

Very Reverend Borys Tabachek, Rector of St. Volodymyr 
Cathedral in Kyiv, presented the Sisterhood with a beautiful 

icon of the Protection of the Theotokos (pictured above).  This 
icon will be blessed on October 14 and placed on the analoi

table for all to venerate.

Menu
Soup, 

Roast Beef, 
Mashed 

Potatoes, 
Vegetables,
Ice Cream, 

Cookies, Wine, 
Coffee, Tea



VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR 

VARIOUS 
TASKS IN 

PREPARATION 
FOR OUR 

FESTIVAL


Please let 

Tom & Judy 
Hanney know 

how you can 
help.

• FOOD PREPARATION (cooking prior to the Festival in 
our Church Hall on Saturday, October 6; 
Sunday, October 21; and Saturday, October 27)

• TENT RENTAL & SET-UP OF TABLES INSIDE TENT
• MERCHANDISE SALES  (set up display, sales)
• MANAGING VENDORS
• BAKERY SALES (set up display, sales)
• BAKERS (homemade breads, cakes, cookies to be sold)
• BARTENDERS (we have been granted a temporary liquor license)

• GRILL CHEF
• DISHWASHER
• SOUND SYSTEM SET-UP
• FOOD LINE (serving, supervising)
• CASHIER
• SECURITY
• ADVERTISING / SIGNAGE (walking the neighborhood to 

display door hangers and posters in restaurants/shops)
• MUSIC 
• MAINTENANCE / CLEAN-UP CREW (during Festival)
• TAKE-DOWN CREW (at Festival conclusion)
• RECEPTION  DESK (ensuring that everyone who enters 

the door adds his/her name to our mailing list)
• RAFFLE BASKETS (create, display, promote)
• UNDERWRITERS (consider making a donation to cover 

the cost of a specific item or donate to the Festival 
production in general)

Firebird Pierogi
Festival

Saturday, Nov. 3
Sunday, Nov. 4



Two Pretty 

Sisters

Ksenia Alexa 
carries her little 

sister, 

Maria Melissa, 
during Divine Liturgy 

on Sunday.  

Baby Melissa was baptized in

St. Nicholas Church by 

Father Bohdan last month on

Sat., Sept. 8.



2018 CHURCH CALENDAR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 FOOD PREP FOR FIREBIRD 
PIEROGI FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 FALL CLEAN-UP (RAINDATE: 
SUNDAY, OCT. 21)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 SISTERHOOD DINNER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 FOOD PREP FOR FIREBIRD 
PIEROGI FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 FOOD PREP FOR FIREBIRD 
PIEROGI FESTIVAL; BLESSING 
OF PETS & ANIMALS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 FIREBIRD PIEROGI FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 FIREBIRD PIEROGI FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 ST. NICHOLAS DAY DINNER

REMINDER:  
Sunday, 

October 7  
Please stay after 

Church.  Bring 
your gardening 
clothes, favorite 

garden tools 
and join in our 

“Fall Clean Up”.  
We need to tidy 

up our Church 
grounds.  

Together, we 
can beautify the 

exterior of our 
church.

Father Deacon 
Daniel wears two 
hats:  not only is 
he our Deacon, 
but he is also our 
“Special Event 
Site Supervisor” 
and will manage 
the rental of 
Firebird Grand 
Hall.  Father 
Daniel is hosting a 
“meet and greet” 
for area caterers 
and event 
planners on 
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 
from 5-7 pm in the 
Hall.

Firebird Grand Hall 
“Square Yard Sale” 

Floor Renovation Fundraiser
(1 Sq Yd=$120)

1 SQUARE YARD
Barbara Latsios

Susan Isaac
Ludmila Borisovna

2 SQUARE YARDS
Dawn Healey
Grasscutter

Thank  You to the Borriello, Hanney and Latsios Families for preparing and 
serving a tasty lunch – lasagna, salad and pastries – for our 
Annual Meeting.  Delicious – and much appreciated by all.



Blessings

Father 
Bohdan and 

the Clergy are 
available to 

bless people, 
houses and all 

things: by 
appointment

According to 
Orthodox 

doctrine, holy 
water has the 

power to 
sanctify and 

heal.

Father Bohdan’s Sermon
Sunday, September 30 – Mark 8:34-9:1

Take up your cross and follow me, said Jesus Christ in today’s
Scripture reading. And we should do just that: literally and
symbolically. We venerate the Holy Cross today on this feast day
as a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross. But we also
venerate the cross because Jesus said: “He who does not take up
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” It is a simple
statement that defines how we must live to be saved. The cross
represents Jesus, and I hold it in my right hand so that you see
God’s power and wisdom are with us in this sanctuary. And you,
too, should wear your cross so that everyone can see that you
believe in the power of the crucifix and that God is with you
always. The cross symbolizes that you are a disciple of Christ,
which means you have chosen to follow Him on your long journey
through life. It is a winding road of bumps and pot holes. We try
to be obedient to Christ and his teachings, listening to the
messages he gives us through the parables -- but we often stumble
when we are discouraged or tempted by worldly things. Yet we
always get back up because we have faith. AMEN.



BUILDING FUND
• In Memory of Helen Guz
• Helen Sameruck, in Memory of husband, Stephen, son, Stephen and 

daughter, Carol Kauriga
• Colleen Philipp, in Memory of Charles, Pauline, Charles, Thomas and 

Timothy Redmond
• Vicki and Frank Borriello
• Dawn and Ron Healey
• Barbara and George Latsios
• Anonymous
• Renee and Frank Murphy, in Memory of Helen Guz
• Larry Ristik
• Renee and Frank Murphy. in Honor of Ellen and Phil Hanavin on their 

30th Wedding Anniversary
• Gail Osborn, for the health of Frank Murphy
• Susan Isaac, for the health of Helen Sameruck

• Panikhidas - will be served the 2nd Sunday each month immediately following 
Divine Liturgy.  Please submit the names of your departed loved ones by the 
Sunday before at the Candle Room.  Cost: $8 (for any number of names).

• Altar Candles (16 candles lit) and Analoi Candles (11 candles lit) are available 
for purchase in the Candle Room in special memory of – or for the health of –
your loved ones.  Altar Candles: $35 Analoi Candles: $25

CONFESSIONS will be heard every Sunday at 9:00 AM

Veneration of 
the Holy Cross:

Sunday, 
September 30

“Before Thy 
Cross, we bow 

down in worship, 
O Master and 

Thy holy 
Resurrection, we 

glorify.”



SUNDAY VIGILS
1. In memory of newly-departed Father Vincent Saverino.  May his memory be eternal, offered by the Murphy Family
2. For the health of the Murphy Family, offered by Renee and Frank
3. For the health and speedy recovery of Ellen Hanavin, offered by Susan Guz

PERPETUAL VIGILS
1. +The Repose of the soul of Carol Dantinne, offered by David Dantinne, Jr. and Family.  exp. 11/1/18
2. +The Repose of the souls of George and Barbara Wohar, offered by Barbara McMonigle and Family. exp.11/3/18
3. +The Repose of the souls of John and Helen Guz, and John and Mary Dzwonczyk, offered by daughters/granddaughters 

Patricia Walker and Susan Guz.  exp. 12/31/18
4. +The Repose of the souls of Helen and Michael Zaruba, and Christina and Christopher Natale.  May Their Memory Be Eternal.  

Offered with love by Daughter/Sister/Aunt, Marcia O’Connor. exp. 10/1/18
5. +The Repose of the souls of the Kucheruk Family, Matrona, Constantine, George, William, Anthony, Anna, John “Whitey” and  

Helen Horbacz.  exp. 7/1/20
6. +The Repose of the souls of All Members of the Sisterhood Fallen Asleep in the Lord, offered by the Sisterhood of the Pokrova.  

exp. 10/13/18
7. +The Repose of the souls of the Boljarevich Family, Anastasia (Nancy) Yarosh, Helen Kon, Helen and John “Whitey” Horbacz, 

Harry Mason, Sophie Gamble, Michael Zaruba and John Martin.  exp. 11/1/18
8. +The Repose of the soul of my beloved husband, our devoted father and grandfather, Jack Kavchok.  May his memory be 

eternal!  Offered with love, Diane, John, Michael, Melissa, Makenzie, Riley and Kylie.  exp., 8/1/19
9. +The Repose of the souls of Emil and Helen Levchenco offered by daughter, Ellen Hanavin.  exp. 12/31/18
10. +The Repose of the souls of Irina and Michael Sierp, Konstantin, Olga, Lydia and Juris Teterski, Richard Boswell, and the health 

of all living members of the Teterski, Sierp, Boswell and Lis Families, offered by Susan Lis.  exp. 9/18/19
11. +The Repose of the soul of our mother and grandmother, Helen Marx, offered by Victoria, Frank, Christopher, Stephanie, Julia,

Nicholas, Krissy, Nathan and Morgan Borriello.  exp. 4/19/19
12. +The Repose of the souls of my parents, Gregory and Kataryna Kotyk, Sr. and our family, Tatiana, Mary, Anna, Harry, Jr., Rose, 

Olga, Eleanor and grandson Stephen, offered by Virginia Sassman.  exp. 8/16/19
13. +The Repose of the soul of my husband, John Sassman, in loving memory from his Virginia Sassman.  exp. 8/16/19
14. +In memory of John, Susan and Paul Stetsuk, offered by Susan Isaac.  exp. 12/31/18
15. +In memory of Vera, Richard and Paul Wienckowski, offered by Susan Isaac.  exp. 12/31/18
16. +In memory of Evelyn Atlee, offered by the Borriello Family. exp. 12/31/18
17. +In memory of Nadia Borriello, offered by the Borriello Family. exp. 5/31/19
18. +In loving memory of our mother Lillian Fox, offered by Renee, Gail, Karen & Families, exp. 8/1/19

CLERGY
Very Reverend Bohdan Zhoba, Rector

Note New Cell:  215-479-1010
Father Deacon Daniel Terrazas

Cell:  267-357-5373
Church Hall:  215-922-9671

Email sneoc100@gmail.com to contribute 
information to this Bulletin.  Info must be received by 

WEDNESDAY to be published in the Sunday Bulletin.
Publisher: Susan Guz; Editor: Fr. Bohdan

CHURCH COUNCIL
• Thomas J. Hanney, President
• Susan Guz, Vice-President
• Ellen Hanavin, Treasurer
• Frank Borriello, Secretary

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE
• Thomas J. Hanney
• Frank Borriello
• Susan Guz
• George Latsios
• Serge Loginow



PRIEST:  Let us attend!  Peace be unto all!

READER:  And to thy spirit.

PRIEST:  Wisdom!

READER:  The Prokeimenon in the 2nd Tone:  The Lord is my strength and my song.  He has become my salvation.

CHOIR:  The Lord is my strength and my song.  He has become my salvation.

READER:  The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over unto death.  The Lord is my strength and my song.

CHOIR:  He has become my salvation.

PRIEST:  Wisdom!

READER:  The reading is from the Corinthians.

PRIEST:  Let us attend!

READER:  Brothers…The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the 
governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I was let down in a basket 
through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands. It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of 
the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God 
knows-such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man-whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows 
how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of 
myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, 
lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me. And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of 
the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I 
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
(2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9)

PRIEST:  Peace be unto thee, Reader.

READER:  And to thy spirit.

PRIEST:  Wisdom!

READER:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  CHOIR:  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

READER:  The Lord answer thee in the day of trouble!  The Name of the God of Jacob protect thee!
Save the king, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!

CHOIR:  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

PRIEST:  Wisdom! Let us attend! Let us listen to the Holy Gospel.  Peace be unto all.

CHOIR:  And to thy spirit.

PRIEST:  The reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.

CHOIR:  Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

PRIEST:  Let us attend. So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and 
saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. Then He got into one of the boats, 
which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. When He had 
stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.“ But Simon answered and said to Him, 
"Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.“ And when they had done this, they 
caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord!“ For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.“ So 
when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. (Luke 5:1-11)

CHOIR:  Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

THE SCRIPTURE READING FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7
19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



817 North 7th Street (corner of Brown)
in the heart of Northern Liberties

Free Admission & Parking

ETHNIC FOOD  BAKED GOODS
 VENDORS  LIVE MUSIC 

BEER GARDEN

For more information: 215-922-9671

in our Church Hall and on our lawn under a tent

EAT-IN or TAKE-OUT


